


This Week at St. Michael

For more information or to participate in any of the
activities listed below, please call the parish office
at (312) 642-2498.

Sunday, February 19
9:00 a.m. Mass
9:15 a.m. Religious Education Class
11:00 a.m. Mass
12:00 p.m. Church Tour
12:00 p.m. RCIA

February 20

8:00 a.m. Mass

5:30 p.m. Mass

6:30 p.m. ACOA

7:00 p.m. Stillpoint/Contemplative
Prayer

Monday,

Tuesday, February 21
8:00 a.m. Mass with Perpetual Help
6:00 p.m. Mass with Perpetual Help
7:00 p.m. Spiritual Living Commission

Meeting

7:00 p.m. Bible Study
7:30 p.m. Finance Council Meeting
8:00 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous

Wednesday, February 22 - Ash Wednesday
8:00 a.m. Mass
12:00 p.m. Mass
5:30 p.m. Mass
6:30 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous
(women only)
7:00 p.m. Mass

Thursday, February 23
8:00 a.m. Mass
5:30 p.m. Mass
7:00 Book Club
7:00 p.m. Rosary

Friday, February 24
8:00 a.m. Mass
5:30 p.m. Mass
6:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross
7:00 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous

Saturday, February 25
8:00 a.m. Mass
4:45 p.m. Confessions
5:30 p.m. Mass

Sunday, February 26
9:00 a.m. Mass
11:00 a.m. Mass
12:00 p.m. Church Tour
12:00 p.m. RCIA
7:00 p.m. Mass

From the Pastor

is required in order to change your routine.

One of the traditions of the Redemptorist Community is the tradition of preach-
ing parish missions, especially during the holy seasons of the year. Although as
you know we have a full-time parish mission team stationed here at the parish
during Lent the team is expanded and some of the members of your pastoral staff
join in the effort. This Lent Father Tom Donaldson is preaching three weeks of
parish missions and I will be preaching two weeks of mission. The result of this
emphasis is that you will see a little less of both of us and you will see a little
more of Father Joe Morin and Father Jim Keena, not to mention Father Ken Sed-
lak. This is a very important Redemptorist tradition. In fact it is one of the
primary reasons that Redemptorist communities were formed. Your prayers
would be appreciated.

We had a very good response last week to our second weekend of the Cardinal’s
Annual Appeal, Be Imitators of Christ. Your generous response provided us
with approximately fifty-percent of our parish goal. If we can match that this
weekend, the last official weekend of the campaign in this phase, then we will be
well positioned to make and perhaps even exceed our assigned goal. Remember
any monies pledged and collected over our assigned goal returns to the parish for
our use. Thank you for your participation in this yearly effort. It does not go
unnoticed I assure you.

Thank you to all of you who took time through phone calls or through email to
“weigh-in” on the Cardinals letter that appeared in the bulletin last week. The
subject matter is obviously something that focuses our attention and suggests
some sort of response from each of us. The letters and the phone calls that we
received accurately represented all sides of the issue. I certainly recognize the
passion and the emotion that is a central reality of this most sensitive issue.
Again, thank you for taking the time to let us know where you stand and how
important the issue is to you and to our Catholic community. It is wonderful that
so many of our parishioners are engaged in this important effort and response.

As we enter into the Season of Lent it is a strong spiritual tradition to spend
some part of Lent in a period of fasting/abstinence. Most of us are strongly
urged to join with the Universal community of Catholics on Ash Wednesday and
Good Friday in traditional practices of fast and abstinence and this is certainly a
wonderful practice. In addition to these two traditional days there are most
certainly other opportunities during the next forty days to focus our spiritual
response and our attention on our relationship with the Lord. A personal favorite
Lenten practice that I try to put into practice is to try and find something affirm-
ing to give thanks to God for at the end of the day. I try not to close my eyes in
sleep until I am able to identify at least one person, one experience, or one event
for which I am thankful that day. Some days the affirmation comes very easily
and on other days I have to struggle a little to bring it to mind. That being said I
think it is a good practice, not only for Lent but probably also for the Ordinary
Time of the Year.

Well, that is about it for this weekend’s edition of the Pastor’s Letter. I enjoy the
time that I spend with you each weekend in this space and I try to fairly repre-
sent the parish and what seems to be of interest to many

of you. I also certainly appreciate your feedback and so

please do not hesitate to let me know what you are

thinking. My email is the easiest way to connect with

me: tsanta@st-mikes.org.

Have a great week and I will see you in the neighbor-
hood.

Fr. Tom Santa, C.Ss.R.
Pastor

St. Michael in Old Town



Parish Directory

Pastor
Rev. Thomas Santa, C.Ss.R.
tsanta@st-mikes.org

Associate Pastors
Rev. Thomas Donaldson, C.Ss.R.
tdonaldson@st-mikes.org

Rev. James Keena, C.Ss.R.
jkeena@st-mikes.org

Rev. Joseph Morin, C.Ss.R.
frmorin@st-mikes.org

Rev. Ken Sedlak, C.Ss.R.
KCSsR@aol.com

Director of Religious Education/
Pastoral Associate

Mary Catherine Meek

(312) 943-4767
marycatherine@st-mikes.org

Administrative Asst.
Deanna Cunningham
dcunningham@st-mikes.org

Pastoral Minister

Ray Perpignani

(312) 642-2498, ext. 211
rayp@st-mikes.org

Music Ministry

Daniel Stucker

Director of Music and Organist
(312) 642-2498
dstucker@st-mikes.org

Scott Arkenberg

Director of the Contemporary Choir
(773) 206-6785

scott@st-mikes.org

Business Manager
Jeannie Collins

(312) 642-2498 ext. 215
jeannie@st-mikes.org

Maintenance
Patrick Morin
Evalds Zemmers

Parish Relations/Bulletin Editor
Toni Dunning

(312) 642-2498, ext. 239
tdunning@st-mikes.org

Reception
Barbara Rose
Rose Slattery

Church Tours
Linda Evans
tours@st-mikes.org

Life Directions
Rev. John Phelps, C.Ss.R.

Parish Mission Team

Rev. John Paul Andree, C.Ss.R.
Rev. Tony Judge, C.Ss.R.

Rev. Maurice Nutt, C.Ss.R.
Rev. Gregory Schmitt, C.Ss.R.

Finance Council
Council Chair: Laurence Grant
financecouncil@st-mikes.org

Parish Pastoral Council
Council Chair: Paul Kleinaitis
pastoralcouncil@st-mikes.org

Communications and Special Events
Commission

Commission Head: Jean Cocozza
communications@st-mikes.org

Spiritual Living Commission
Commission Head: Christine Kordiuk
spiritualliving@st-mikes.org
Monthly Meetings: 3™ Tuesday

7:00 p.m., Parish Center.

Human Concerns and Needs
Commission

Co-Commission Heads:

Barbara Pope and Jeanne Sanna
humanconcerns@st-mikes.org
Monthly Meetings: 2" Wednesday
7:00 p.m., Parish Center.

Parish Life Commission
Commission Head: Gisella Tomasio
parishlife@st-mikes.org

Monthly Meetings: 4" Monday
6:30 p.m., Parish Center.

Respect Life Commission
Commission Head: Del Ramirez
rlifesm@gmail.com

Worship Commission
Commission Head:
Diane Kelley-Thompson
worship@st-mikes.org

Stillpoint/Contemplative Prayer
Director: Fr. Ken Sedlak, C.Ss.R.
kessr@aol.com

Weekly Gatherings: Monday
7:00 p.m., Rectory Chapel.

Gala
Diane Kelley-Thompson
gala@st-mikes.org

Mass Schedule

Sunday: 9:00 a.m.; 11:00 a.m.; 7:00 p.m.
Saturday: 5:30 p.m.

Monday - Saturday: 8:00 a.m.

Mon., Wed., Thurs., and Fri.: 5:30 p.m. in the
Ancilla Domini Chapel (enter via the sacristy)

Our Mother of Perpetual Help Devotions:
Tuesdays after the 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Mass
(in the church)

Confessions

In the Church: Saturdays 4:45 - 5:25 p.m.
At the Rectory: When a priest is available or by
appointment

Baptisms

First and third Sundays of each month at

1:00 p.m. except during Lent

Parent preparation sessions are normally held on
the second Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. or
the fourth Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m. Holi-
day weekends are the exception. To schedule a
baptism and/or register for a parent preparation
session, please contact the church office at (312)
642-2498 or see our website for information.

Weddings

Fridays: 3:00 p.m.

Saturdays: 12:00 & 3:00 p.m.

Arrangements should be made a minimum of four
months in advance of a wedding date. Please con-
tact the church office at (312) 642-2498 to make
an appointment with a priest in order to schedule
your wedding and to receive additional informa-
tion.

Anointing of the Sick

Please call the church office at (312) 642-2498 if
you have a family member or friend who is home-
bound, in a nursing home, or in the hospital who
would like to receive the Anointing of the Sick or
other sacraments.

Rectory Hours

Weekdays: 9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Sunday and Holidays: Closed

Visit our website at www.st-mikes.org

Join our
“St. Michael in Old Town”
Fan Page!

www.st-mikes.org



Saint of the Day
&

Mass Intentions

Sunday, February 19
St. Conrad of Placenza
9:00 a.m. Tt Charles R. Kingore
11:00 a.m. Members of RCIA
7:00 p.m. Parishioners—Living & Deceased

Monday, February 20

Blessed Jacinta and Francisco Marto
8:00 am. T Jo Leiting
5:30 p.m. Tt Jo Leiting

Tuesday, February 21

St. Peter Damian
8:00 am. T Jo Leiting
6:00 p.m. T Jo Leiting

Wednesday, February 22
Ash Wednesday
8:00 a.m. T John & Marie Reiff
12:00 p.m. § JoAn Costin
5:30 p.m. { William & Angela O’Connell
7:00 p.m. T Jo Leiting

Thursday, February 23

St. Polycarp
8:00 a.m. Membership Foundation Fund
5:30 p.m. t Jo Leiting

Friday, February 24
8:00 a.m. T Kathy Doveck Orman
5:30 p.m. Tt Karen Dobeck Klivickis

Saturday, February 25
Blessed Sebastian of Aparacio
8:00 a.m. T Al Klivickis
5:30 p.m. 1 Conrado Sangalang, Jr.

Sunday, February 26
St. Porphyry of Gaza
9:00 a.m. T JoAn Costin
11:00 a.m. 1 Charles R. Kingore
7:00 p.m. Parishioners—Living & Deceased
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This Week’s Readings

Sunday: Is 43:18-19, 21-22, 24b-25; Ps 41,

2 Cor 1:18-22; Mk 2:1-12
Monday: Jas 3:13-18; Mk 9:14-29
Tuesday:  Jas 4:1-10; Mk 9:30-37

Wednesday: J12:12-18; Ps 51; 2 Cor 5:20 — 6:2;
Mt 6:1-6, 16-18

Thursday: Dt 30:15-20; Lk 9:22-25
Friday: Is 58:1-9a; Mt 9:14-15
Saturday:  Is 58:9b-14; Lk 5:27-32
Sunday: Gn 9:8-15; Ps 25; 1 Pt 3:18-22;

Mk 1:12-15

Ministry Schedule

February 20 — February 26

. Eucharistic
Celebrants | Homilist Lectors .
Ministers
Monday,
8:00 a.m. Mass | Fr. Donaldson Fr. Donaldson
5:30 p.m. Mass Fr. Santa Fr. Santa
Tuesday,
8:00 a.m. Mass | Fr. Donaldson | Fr. Donaldson
6:00 p.m. Mass Fr. Santa Fr. Santa
Ash
Wednesday,
8:00 a.m. Mass | Fr. Donaldson Fr. Donaldson
Noon Mass Fr. Keena Fr. Keena
5:30 p.m. Mass Fr. Santa Fr. Santa
7:00 p.m. Fr. Morin Fr. Morin
Thursday,
8:00 a.m. Mass | Fr. Donaldson Fr. Donaldson
5:30 p.m. Mass Fr. Santa Fr. Santa
Friday,
8:00 a.m. Mass | Fr. Donaldson Fr. Donaldson
5:30 p.m. Mass Fr. Santa Fr. Santa
Friday,
6:00 p.m.
Stations of the P il
Cross
Saturday,
8:00 a.m. Mass | Fr. Donaldson Fr. Donaldson
Saturday,
4:45 p.m. Fr. Sedlak

Confessions

Celebrant

Homilist

Lectors

Eucharistic
Ministers

C. Jaccarino®,

Saturday, .
February 25 Fr. Santa Fr Santa C. Jaccarino, T. McNulty,
5:30 p.m. D. Eagan J. Rhodes,
R. Slattery
Sunday, P. Cassidy*,
February 26 J. Cheng, D. Dunning,
9:00 a.m. Fr. Keena Fr. Santa B. Karr T. Dunning,
Mass V. Rose
V. Classen®
Sunday, . . '
11:00 a.m. Fr. Morin Fr Santa C. Daniel, P. Clickener,
Mass T. Malec D. Kelley,
R. Roach
Sunday,
2:30 p.m. Fr. Santa
Wedding
J. Burdick,
§unday, K. Costello, K. Costello,
7:00 p.m. Fr. Santa Fr. Santa M. Mi
Mass . Mitten B. Uhen,

N. Ziegenhagen

St. Michael in Old Town




News & Announcements

Remember in Your Prayers

Barbara Basham, Bernice Baumgarten, Kathleen Beauchamp,
Connor Stewart Burdick, Arlene and Bill Conrick, Katelyn Dodson,
Tony Dorsey, the Flood family, Marge Kempen, Koswenda
family, Paul Kunach, Annie Morin, Carl Neubeck, Lyla Neubek,
Tom Preibe, Sara Rusboldt, Dolores Roth, Fr. Ken Sedlak, C.Ss.R.,
Joe Spreitzer, Mary Stanton

To place or keep a name on our sick list, please call the rectory every 3 weeks
to let us know that you, a loved one or friend are still in need of prayers.

Upcoming Weddings

February 25, 2012 February 26, 2012 March 3 2012
Ms. Allison Jordan Ms. Jackie Whelan Ms. Charlotte Stacey
& & &

Mpr. Kees Vandenberg Mr. Sang Yup Lee Mpr. Matt Kutsch

Upcoming Events
March 1 Lenten Gatherings Begins
March 10 Chili Cook-Off
March 10 Franciscan Outreach at Marquard Center
March 18 New Parishioner Welcome
April 21 7th Annual Gala

Coffee &
Donuts_

St. Michael’s Café

Come one, Come all to the newest spot on campus. The Café is located in
the Parish Center on the first floor. Bring a book or enjoy a newspaper
with your gourmet coffee, pastries or a breakfast sandwich, and juice.
Visit with other parishioners and friends. The Café¢ will be open every
Sunday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. so come check us out!

St. Michael’s Bulletin

Please feel free to take this bulletin home with you after mass. This publica-
tion is printed specifically for you so you will have all the latest information
regarding mass times, ministry schedules and the events taking place here at
St. Michael’s Church. Also contained in the bulletin is the contact informa-
tion for all the staff, commission heads and council chairs. These are the
people that conduct the parish business or the events that are held here. They
are always willing to help answer questions about anything pertaining to St.
Michael’s Church.

Parish Life Commission

Commission Head: Gisella Tomasio

Pastor’s Representative: Fr. Tom Donaldson, C.Ss.R.
parishlife@st-mikes.org

Monthly Meetings: 4th Mon., 6:30 p.m., Parish Center

The Parish Life Commission provides a wide
variety of programs that enhance the social experi-
ence and sense of community for all parishioners of
St. Michael in Old Town. Its various activities
include: Young Adults group, Docents of St.
Michael’s (Art and History Tours), New Mom’s
Groups, New Parishioner Welcome Events, Over
40’s Club, Gardening Group.

Church Tours

Tours of the church are held most Sundays after the
11:00 a.m. Mass in winter and after the 9:00 a.m.
Mass in summer. All are welcome. Please meet by
the “1871 display” on the east side of the church.
Tours for groups can be scheduled by appointment.
Please contact Linda Evans at the church office
(312) 642-2498 or send an e-mail to
tours@st-mikes.org.

Tours: February 19, 26 at 12:00 p.m.

New Mom’s Group

Come meet other moms for coffee and chitchat.
Babies and kids are welcome! We meet on the first
and third Wednesday of each month from 10:00 a.m.
- noon in the Café in the Parish Center. Bring your
own snacks, lunch and toys to share.

Mom’s Night Out
Are you a new mom who needs a night out? Join
other new mothers for dinner and drinks.

Contact Laura Demko regarding either event at
LEDemko@gmail.com for more information.

Worship Commission

Commission Head: Diane Kelley-Thompson
Pastor’s Representative: Fr. Tom Donaldson, C.Ss.R.
Liaison for Baptism:

Fr. Tom Donaldson, C.Ss.R.

Fr. Joe Morin, C.Ss.R.
Liaison for Altar Servers:

Fr. Tom Santa, C.Ss.R.
Liaison for Confirmation:

Fr. Jim Keena, C.Ss.R.
Liaison for Eucharistic Ministers:

Fr. Joe Morin, C.Ss.R.
Liaison for First Communion:

Fr. Joe Morin, C.Ss.R.
Liaison for Lectors:

Fr. Tom Donaldson, C.Ss.R.
Liaison for RCIA:

Fr. Tom Donaldson, C.Ss.R.
worship@st-mikes.org

The Worship Commission’s members plan, prepare,
implement, evaluate, and educate about all aspects
of the parish’s liturgical celebrations.

www.st-mikes.org



Human Concerns and Needs
Commission

Co-Commission

Heads: Barbara Pope and Jeanne Sanna

Pastor’s Representative: Fr. Joe Morin, C.Ss.R.
humanconcerns@st-mikes.org

Monthly Meetings: 2" Wed., 7:00 p.m., Parish Center

Franciscan Outreach Dinner

For its next meal for the homeless at the Marquard
Center on March 10 we are seeking donations of:
boxes of mostaccioli pasta, jars of marinara sauce,
containers of grated Parmesan cheese, and cans of
green beans. These items can be dropped off in the
food collection area at the back of the church (west
side). Please label them "Franciscan Outreach." If
you are interested in volunteering to cook or serve at
the dinners, please email: humanconcerns@st-
mikes.org. Thank you for your support of this
worthwhile activity.

Finance Council

Commission Head: Laurence Grant
Pastor’s Representative: Fr. Tom Santa, C.Ss.R.
financecouncil@st-mikes.org

Collections — Weekly Report

Sunday Offertory:

Envelopes and Checks $ 3,078
Loose Cash $ 1,322
Automatic Donations $ 1,610
Total $ 6,010
Archdiocesan Donations -

Church in Latin America $5
Outreach Donations $ 227
Comprehensive Campaign

Payments $ 6, 002

News & Announcement

Bible Study

"WOMEN IN THE OLD TESTAMENT" is the topic for Fr. Joe’s
Bible Study. We continue this Tuesday evening at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish
Center West Room.

This series will be comprised of nine lessons in the following order:
4 - Women of Israel's Early Tribes;

5 - More Women of Israel's Early Tribes;

6 - Women of Israel's Monarchy;

7 -Women, Image of God,

8 - Women of Courage and Strength;

9 - Queen Esther.

The materials are in and the cost is $15, if you can. All are welcome and you
can join at any time in the series.

Lenten Food Offering

Our Offertory gifts during Lent will have a new addition. The Catholic
Charities food pantry is in the most dire need of supplies at this time of the
year. During the season of Lent, the Human Concerns & Needs Commis-
sion will sponsor a food drive to help restock their shelves. Consider bring-
ing one or two items of nutritious food (like tuna, peanut butter, cereal or
cans of vegetables and fruit) each Sunday during Lent to add to the basket to
be brought up to the altar during the Offertory. Cash gifts can also be made
using an envelope marked Lenten Food Offering. (Catholic Charities can
buy $10 worth of food for every $1 contributed!) This gesture of the parish's
willingness to sacrifice and consider the neediest among us can be a mean-
ingful addition to our other Lenten devotions.

Lenten Gathering

It seems hard to believe but planning has begun for Lent; Ash Wednesday is
a short 2 weeks away! Last year the Spiritual Living Commission hosted the
“Lenten Gathering”. For four Thursdays during Lent various sessions for
spiritual growth were offered for anyone interested in attending. On March
1, 8, 15, and 22 the commission is again sponsoring the “Lenten Gathering”.
Mark your calendar NOW. There will be sessions on

History of the Church with Fr. Tom Santa, C.Ss.R.
Addiction and Recovery with Fr. Tom Donaldson, C.Ss.R.
Prayer Experiences

Self-Discovery with Fr. Ken Sedlak, C.Ss.R.

Body movement and mediation using such practices as Yoga

The specific topics to be discussed each week in the sessions will be listed
in detail in upcoming bulletins so keep watching and save the dates!

The format of the sessions is to gather for registration and a prayer between
6:45 and 7:00 p.m. After a short prayer people will proceed to the meeting
place for the session they have chosen. At 8:30 p.m. all attendees are invited
back to the Café for social and gathering with refreshments served.

Book Club

The Book Club has chosen the book Water for Elephants for their next read.
Join us on February 23 for our discussion and social time. All are welcome!

St. Michael in Old Town



News & Announcements

Parish Pastoral Council

Purpose:
The Parish Pastoral Council (PPC), an advisory council to the Pastor, represents the

needs, ideas and hopes of the Parish community, supports Parish ministries, evaluates
the quality of Parish commissions and programs, and plans for the Parish’s future by
recommending ways to further fulfill the Church’s mission.

The PPC exercises shared responsibility for the pastoral life of the parish under the
leadership of the pastor. In this context, the purpose of the PPC is to prayerfully engage
the people and the pastor in common reflection about the parish’s mission and its minis-
try, and to plan and evaluate in light of the Gospel and Church teaching.

There are four basic responsibilities:

research the needs, the ideas and the hopes of the faith community;

encourage and support existing ministries;

evaluate the quality of life of the parish faith community; and

plan for the parish’s future by recommending policies, procedures, and programs that
bear witness to its values and fulfill the Church’s mission.

The function of the PPC is:
regularly review the parish mission statement
provide a responsible pastoral plan which includes:
evaluating the mission statement
assessing the needs of the parish
consulting with the Pastor on the development of parish goals
determining broad strategies for goals
directing the implementation of the strategies
evaluating the success in achieving the parish’s mission.
represent the parish in the Deanery Council
communicate parish news with the community

Each member of the PPC has the responsibility to attend the monthly PPC meetings. As
an active participating member, your role is to fully engage in the meetings including
presenting your thoughts, ideas and opinions on the topics of discussion. Based on the
various goals and objectives of the year, subcommittees are also formed to work on
details of initiatives/projects. As a leader and a steward within the parish community,
PPC members participate in the PPC events and other sponsored events where possible.

In addition to attending the PPC meetings, and participating in subcommittees, PPC
members serve as liaisons to one of the four formal commissions: Spiritual Living,
Human Concerns, Parish Life and Communications/Special Events. The PPC represen-
tatives to the Deanery Council are expected to attend 4 meetings per year, and then
present a summary of the APC meeting to the commission members. Liaisons are also
report back to the PPC on their commission’s activities and issues. Not all members of
the PPC are liaisons.

Membership

The PPC is composed of at least 11 members: not fewer than ten members of the parish
and a member of the pastoral staff. Although the pastor presides over the council, he is
not its chairperson. The members serve a two year term.

The members must be active members of the St. Michael community of faith; con-
firmed, practicing Catholics, at least 18 years old; and registered parishioners. The
members are discerned for the gifts that will serve the mission of the parish.

Discernment Process

To keep the continuity of the parish leadership, the PPC coordinates the annual discern-
ment process, the means for recruiting and selecting new PPC and Commission mem-
bers who are responding to the work of the Holy Spirit to share their talents and time.
Announcements are made to invite parishioners to consider the PPC. Members of the
parish community can recommend themselves or others who they believe will be able to
contribute to the growth of the local church.

During the March meeting, representatives of the PPC interview the candidates. The
candidates indicate their interest in serving on the PPC by completing and submitting a
questionnaire. The interviews are based on the information in the questionnaire and are
designed to assure the commitment of the candidates and their ability to serve on the
PPC. Based on the information from the interviews, the outgoing members of the PPC
and any other PPC members who are in charge of the discernment process, along with
the staff liaison, compile a proposed list of new members to be presented to the Pastor
for approval. The members approved by the Pastor are notified in April.

Stillpoint

St. Michael’s Spirituality Resource

Director: Fr. Ken Sedlak, C.Ss.R., kcssr@aol.com
Contemplative Prayer Gathering: Mondays, 7:15 p.m.
Parish Rectory 2 FI Chapel

INNER VIEWS

What we want most urgently and with great neces-
sity is for the kindness that is hidden in the silence of
the Universe to take on flesh in our life. We ache
with an intuition that we belong here, not to some-
thing, but to someone. We call this someone God for
lack of a more intimate recognition. And we read in
our sacred books that this “God became flesh and
dwelt among us”(Jn 1:1ff.) Somewhere in history
this happened and now we try to recognize its reoc-
currence in our personal history. We need warm
flesh and pulsing blood to speak our name with di-
vine kindness. We are fatally wounded and crippled
until we are addressed with a kindness the calls forth
the dignity living within our vulnerability and
crouching behind our fears.

The great mystics and saints tell us that this is actu-
ally already true for us at every moment. There is no
moment in which we are not already lavished with
divine Presence, being called into existence as divine
expressions of love. That is what they tell us. And I
believe it, but I don’t experience it with the immedi-
acy necessary to give it power in my life.

At this time in my life I’'m feeling like most of what
I’m used to doing and thinking and perceiving is
really just a distraction from what I most deeply de-
sire. And yet I find it exceedingly difficult to bring
that deep desire into the focus of consciousness and
awareness. It seems to be dancing around the periph-
ery of my awareness. My hunch is that this Divine
Presence, the loving kindness from which our lives
and the universe spring wants to break through into
our consciousness. But right now I’m not sure if that
is anything more than wishful thinking.

What I’m vividly aware of is that most statements
that I hear and many that I make fall far short — even
to the point of being downright lies. Not conscious
lies, not attempts to conceal something, or mislead
someone - but lies just the same. Lies, because
something in me is avoiding what is right before my
eyes — but I’'m denying it.

I’m saying this to clear it out of my system, hoping
that if I say it as honestly as possible this honesty
will carry me into greater clarity. Somehow recog-
nizing what is happening without judging ti or ana-
lyzing it opens us to a truer sense of what is. This is
the spiritual path of waking up to what is already
here.

One of the revealing moments for me recently has
been the political maneuvering during this pre-
electoral season. As I look for some insight into a

www.st-mikes.org



way forward as a nation I hear nothing but the will-
ingness to boldly falsify opposing points of view.
Politicians and pundits speak foolishness and distor-
tion with authority and conviction as if their loud-
ness and repetition made it true. They trumpet half
truths and adamantly pose them as reality. The viv-
idness and viciousness of these lies makes it clearer
for me and helps me to see through my own distor-
tions when I project my judgments onto other peo-
ple’s motivations. I begin to see the fogginess of my
own shadowed consciousness. I realize that I would
rather hold onto my opinions and beliefs rather than
deal with reality. And yet reality is the only possible
place to meet God. To avoid reality is to lie to our
self — no matter how good our intentions or how
noble our desire to protect the righteousness of our
beliefs.

I’m becoming intensely aware of my human psy-
chological and physical limitations. When I was
younger | had the future in which to improve my-
self. That excused me form the necessity of this
moment. Now that future is only a moment away.
This moment is, realistically, most urgent. And yet
the only way through the fog seems to be to pay
attention to right now with as little pretension, hope-
ful expectations and judgments as possible. Noting
else seems to be worth the time, effort and attention.
And yet there are practical realities I have to deal
with. The details and problems of day to day living
don’t go away — no matter how unimportant they are
in the face of eternity.

I’ve got to tell you it feels good to say this out loud.
I’ve felt this for a long time but it needs to be articu-
lated before it can be drawn into awareness. It’s
funny in the sense of being odd and unfamiliar that
this comes out of weeks of playing around the
fringes of my awareness. I’ve felt uninspired, with
nothing worthy of putting down on paper for the last
four weeks. [ was left to grabbing snatches of ideas
that temporarily engaged my attention, knowing that
they weren’t worth much effort or thought on my
part. But that was all I had to deal with at the mo-
ment. [ say this to point out the value of staying
with the process of our lives. It takes time for clarity
to emerge through the dimness of our vision.

I've experienced this to be true in the retreats I've
been part of for the last 15 years. From these I’ve
learned over and over that the Spirit lives in the
hearts of a community (Where two or three are gath-
ered in my name) of people who are relaxed enough
to listen to one another without judgments or dog-
matic expectations. Wonderful and graceful mo-
ments have come out of these gatherings, moments
that I would never have and could never have ex-
pected nor planned. These are graced moments of
blessing. And these experiences lead me to want
more. They feel true and real.

Ken Sedlak C.Ss.R. — PATHWAYS / Stillpoint

News & Announcements

RCIA Upcoming Rites:

Feb. 26: Presentation of the Creed.

March 4: Penitential Rite for the Baptized Candidates
March 11: First Scrutiny Rite

March 18: Second Scrutiny Rite

March 25: Third Scrutiny Rite

Those to be baptized: Lauren Bearden, Meredith Pate, and Brittney Swan.
Those to be Received into Full Communion: Corey Cashen, Danielle Gonza-
les, Lee Ann Jarousse, and Brian Priest.

Between now and Easter on page 10 of the bulletin we will feature a short
bio on each of our RCIA participants. Take a moment to read their introduc-
tions and thoughts as they prepare for their membership into our faith com-
munity.

Religious Education for Students

Mar 4, 11, 18, 25
First Reconciliation:

Regular class schedule.
March 10 at 11:00 a.m.

Mary Catherine Meek, Director of Religious Education (DRE), or Deanna
Cunningham, Administrative Assistant at the Center for Religious Education
at 312-943-4767 or religiouseducation@st-mikes.org. The office is usually
open Sunday through Thursday. Office hours vary by day due to the nature of
the work.

Infant Baptism Preparation and Baptisms

There are no Baptisms during the Season of Lent. Baptisms will resume
on April 15 at 1:00 p.m. Please be sure to contact the rectory in advance and
reserve your place for Baptism on that Sunday.

Thank You!

A big THANK YOU! to our “Wine and Wisdom” Committee for our 3
Annual Marriage Enrichment evening: Nic and Meghan Covey, Rose and
John Hancir, Jennifer Shimp and Phil Szczepkowski, and Brittney Swan and
Brian Conway. Their dedication and follow through provided a beautiful sit
down dinner for couples with china and crystal, a great speaker, and a won-
derful opportunity to meet other couples in the parish.

Another big thank you to two of our sponsors for the event: Café BabaReeba!
provided a wonderful dinner at a special discounted price and Marcello’s
supplied our special Valentine cake.

Thank you also to our two recent “graduates” of the RCIA process, Kara
Zielinski and Anne Evans for providing hors d’oeuvres and delicious brown-
ies.

We hope to continue this great event next Valentine weekend for our 4™
annual Marriage Enrichment event. We are looking for committee members
to join.

And of course, a big thank you to Fr. Joe who “officiated” as couples
renewed their vows at the 5:30 Mass. The sanctuary was filled with couples
reaffirming their promises as man and wife.
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News & Announcements
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Help your pé’ﬁSh,Z%fme some fun!

St. Michael in Old Town will host its 7th Annual Gala on April 21,2012 at
Galleria Marchetti. This event has something for everyone. No one is too YOUNG
or too OLD, come meetand mingle withan OPEN BAR, DINNER, DANCING,
SILENT and LIVE AUCTION. . . join in the fun and with YOUR help we can make
this event the most successful Gala Yet!!

We need you! Consider volunteering or donate to the Live and Silent Auctions.
Please check at least one option and return this form.

(1 1 would like to be a Gala volunteer

[ 1would like to volunteer to solicititems for the Auctions

1 (or my friends, parents, etc.) can donate one or more of the following
items:

Item(s):

Name:

Phone:

Email:

Can’t think of what to give?

How about...
+ Hotel, Travel, Vacation Homes - Do you work in the hotel or travel industry? Do you or someone you know have
avacation home or timeshare? Do you have at least 30,000 frequent flyer miles or hotel points you can donate?

+ Sports or Theatre Tickets, Memorabilia - Do you have season tickets to a sporting event or theatre group? How
about donating a jersey or other sports memorabilia? Could you arrange for someone to meet a‘Celebrity’?

+ Dining - Do you work in the restaurant industry? Have an acquaintance who isa chef? Do you have unused gift
certificates or cooking classes? If you are a “reqular”at any establishment, could you ask on St. Mike’s behalf fora
donation? How about catering a party or arranging for a‘Chef for a Day'?

+ Retail Items - Do you work in retail? Do you or someone you know make purses, belts, jewelry? Do you have
unused Gift certificates or items for specific age groups? Do you have any unused valuable items — jewelry,
electronics, etc.?

+ Monetary Donations — Do you know of a Company who would be a corporate sponsor? How about underwriting
the Band , Flowers, or Purchase TABLES? The discount for purchasing a table of 8 is $ 200.00.

Thank you in advance for your time and donations. Your contributions are important to the success of the
St.Michael’s only fund-raiser for 2012.

Donations are tax- deductible and should be dropped-off at the rectory — 7633 . Cleveland Ave., Chicago,
IL 60674. Please return this form to the rectory or deposit it in the collection basket. Your donation will be
acknowledged in the event program, our website and the parish Sunday bulletin.

Your Gala Committee — 312.642.2498 gala@st-mikes.org

We Grve Out of Gratitude -
You're Invited

I wish to invest a portion of my financial resources
in building the parish community of St. Michael in
Old Town.

I prefer to give (choose one):

$ weekly $ monthly
$ quarterly  $ one-time
donation

Please start my pledge:

Immediately March 1, 2012

I have selected the following payment option:
Envelope

Automatic Payment

From my checking account
(please include a voided check)
From my Credit Card
Visa
MasterCard

Acct. #

Expiration Date

3 —digit security code

Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone

Email

I understand that the monies pledged to the Sunday
Giving Commitment are tax-deductible and that all
information provided herein is confidential.

Signature and Date

You may mail your pledge, drop it in the collection
basket, or drop it off at the church office. If you
prefer, visit our parish website www.st-mikes.org
and follow the link to the Stewardship page.

For further information please contact Fr. Tom
Santa, C.Ss.R. at (312) 642-2498 or
tsanta@st-mikes.org.

www.st-mikes.org




