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From the Pastor  Parish Pastoral Council 
Council Chair: Paul Kleinaitis 
pastoralcouncil@st-mikes.org 

  2011 Parish Pastoral Council Members 
CHAIR:     Paul Kleinaitis 
VICE-CHAIR:  Guy Caprio 
SECRETARY:  Jean Cocozza 
Member-at-large: Guy Caprio 
Member-at-large: Kelly Skony 
Member-at-large: Darrin O’Brien 
Member-at-large: Greg Palis 
Member-at-large: Jim Theisen 
 

Commission Representatives 
 

Communications/ 
Special Events: Jean Cocozza 
Spiritual Living: Christine Kordiuk 
Human Concerns: Marilyn Williams 
Parish Life: Gisella Tomasio 
Worship: Diane Kelley-Thompson 
Pastor:  Fr. Tom Santa. C.Ss.R. 
Parish Staff  
Representatives: Fr. Joe Morin, C.Ss.R. 
  Toni Dunning 
  

Current PPC Tasks: 
•Supporting the Comprehensive Campaign 

•Analyzing the Parish Survey 

•Review the Parish Mission statement 

•Enhance dialogue between the PPC and parishioners 

 

How else can we serve you, our parish community?  
 

Please contact us with suggestions or feedback at  
 Pastoralcouncil@st-mikes.org 
 
 

Communications and  
Special Events Commission 
Commission Head: Jean Cocozza 
Pastor’s Representative: Fr. Tom Santa, C.Ss.R. 
communications@st-mikes.org 
 

The Communications & Special Events Commission is 
responsible for marketing and promoting St. Michael, 
its events and activities, internally to the Parish and 
externally to the community.  Commission members 
coordinate information and publicize events and hap-
penings through the designing of flyers, posters,  
bulletin and Mass announcements, the St. Michael  
website , Facebook and local media. The commission 
also sponsors other fundraising events throughout the 
year for use in offsetting annual operating expenses and 
capital restoration projects.    
 
The Communications & Special Events Commission is 
always seeking new members with an interest in writing, 
photography, and graphic design.  If you are interested in 
joining the commission or for more  information call 
the parish office at 312-642-2498 or email  
communications@st-mikes.org. 

This most generous gift enables exactly the kind of response that I was 
hoping for and provides the opportunity to invest in a project that serves our 
parish community but which might otherwise not be possible because of 
other pressing needs.  We have been truly blessed at the beginning of this 
New Year with a new resource that was entirely unexpected but very much 
needed.  I hope it speaks of the new energy and vibrancy that I have been 
making note of these last few weeks and months and which many of you 
have also commented on. 
 
This weekend we inaugurate the new St. Michael Sunday Morning Café.  All 
are invited to stop in the Parish Center and visit the dining room where we 
have situated the café.  You will find a nice sitting area, some tables, a 
selection of good Catholic reading material, and also a self-serve area for 
premium coffee, tea, and hot cocoa.  This first week we will also have 
donuts and pastries available for as long as our selection lasts (we don’t 
know how many people to plan for so it will be our best guess).  Next week 
the kitchen of the café will be staffed and we will offer other breakfast 
selections, slowly building up our hospitality efforts as we monitor what we 
hope will be sustained growth and development, meeting the needs of our 
parish family.  I hope that you make note of the Sunday Morning Café and 
include it in your Sunday morning plans. 
 
Finally, some of you have no doubt noticed that the scaffolding around the 
Church is beginning to be dismantled.  This will be a slow process but it will 
certainly not take as long to disassemble as it took to construct.  I think we 
will all be very happy with this development.  I know some of the brides 
who are planning weddings in the New Year will be relieved since it seems 
to be a concern for some of them.  Although the scaffolding will be coming 
down the work is not yet complete- some cleaning still needs to be 
completed but that cannot happen until the temperatures go back up to 
around sixty degrees or so.  I don’t think that will occur any time soon. 
 
Well, that is about it for this edition of the bulletin.  I usually don’t use this 
space to talk about money, substantial gifts, and other related projects but I 
thought it was important to share with each of you some examples of how 
God has blessed us at the beginning of this New Year of Grace.  I hope you 
sense my personal excitement about all of these opportunities.  I truly 
believe that this year, as it unfolds, will be a significant year in the 
development of our parish family, building on the successes that we have 
already enjoyed and anticipating that which is to come.  As always I 
encourage anyone with an idea, a comment, a suggestion, or even a 
challenge and/or complaint to feel free to contact me and I will do my best to 
respond.  Our parish family deserves our best efforts and our best efforts are 
possible only when we all contribute to the effort to the best of our ability.  
My focus is to respect and honor your contribution and to discover some 
way for everyone to be included, encouraged, and 
enabled.  Blessings and let us continue to remember 
each other in our thoughts and prayers. 
 
Fr. Tom Santa, C.Ss.R. 
Pastor  
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Mass Schedule 
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.; 11:00 a.m.; 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. 

Monday - Saturday: 8:00 a.m. 

Mon., Wed., Thurs., and Fri.: 5:30 p.m. in the 
Ancilla Domini Chapel (enter via the sacristy) 

Our Mother of Perpetual Help Devotions: 
Tuesdays after the 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Mass 
(in the church) 

 

Confessions 
In the Church: Saturdays 4:45 - 5:25 p.m. 

At the Rectory: When a priest is available or by 
appointment 

 

Baptisms 
First and third Sundays of each month at 
1:00 p.m. 
Parent preparation sessions are normally held on 
the second Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. or 
the fourth Sunday of the month at 2:00 p.m. Holi-
day weekends are the exception. To schedule a 
baptism and/or register for a parent preparation 
session, please contact the church office at (312) 
642-2498 or see our website for information. 

 

Weddings 
Fridays: 3:00 p.m. 
Saturdays: 12:00 & 3:00 p.m. 
Arrangements should be made a minimum of four 
months in advance of a wedding date. Please  
contact the church office at (312) 642-2498 to 
make an appointment with a priest in order to 
schedule your wedding and to receive additional 
information. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Please call the church office at (312) 642-2498 if 
you have a family member or friend who is home-
bound, in a nursing home, or in the hospital who 
would like to receive the Anointing of the Sick or 
other sacraments. 

Rectory Hours 
Weekdays: 9:00 a.m. - 7:00  p.m. 

Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Sunday and Holidays: Closed 
 

Visit our website at www.st-mikes.org 
 

Join our “St. Michael in Old Town” 

Fan Page! 

Pastor 
Rev. Thomas Santa, C.Ss.R. 
tsanta@st-mikes.org 
  

Associate Pastors 
Rev. Thomas Donaldson, C.Ss.R. 
tdonaldson@st-mikes.org 
  

Rev. James Keena, C.Ss.R. 
jkeena@st-mikes.org 
  

Rev. Joseph Morin, C.Ss.R. 
frmorin@st-mikes.org 
  

Rev. Ken Sedlak, C.Ss.R. 
KCSsR@aol.com 
  
Director of Religious Education/ 
Pastoral Associate 
Mary Catherine Meek 
(312) 943-4767 
mcmeek@st-mikes.org 
 

Administrative Asst. 
Deanna Cunningham 
dcunningham@st-mikes.org 
 
Pastoral Minister 
Ray Perpignani 
(312) 642-2498, ext. 211 
rayp@st-mikes.org 
 
Music Ministry  
Dr. Daniel Stucker 
Director of Music and Organist 
dstucker@st-mikes.org 
 

Scott Arkenberg 
Director of Contemporary Choir 
(773) 206-6785 
scott@st-mikes.org 
 
Business Manager 
Jeannie Collins 
(312) 642-2498 ext. 215 
jeannie@st-mikes.org 
 
Facility Engineer 
Michael Roach 
mike@st-mikes.org 
 

Maintenance 
Evalds Zemmers 
 
Parish Relations/Bulletin Editor 
Toni Dunning 
(312) 642-2498, ext. 239 
tdunning@st-mikes.org 
 

Reception 
Barbara Rose 
Rose Slattery 
 
Church Tours 
Linda Evans 
tours@st-mikes.org 
 

Redemptorists In Residence 
Rev. John Phelps, C.Ss.R. 
 
Parish Mission Team 
Rev. John Paul Andree, C.Ss.R. 
Rev. Tony Judge, C.Ss.R. 
Rev. Maurice Nutt, C.Ss.R. 
Rev. Gregory Schmitt, C.Ss.R. 
Rev. Arturo Uribe, C.Ss.R. 
  
Finance Council 
Commission Head: Laurence Grant 
financecouncil@st-mikes.org 
 
Parish Pastoral Council 
Council Chair: Paul Kleinaitis 
pastoralcouncil@st-mikes.org 
 
Communications and Special Events 
Commission 
Commission Head: Jean Cocozza  
communications@st-mikes.org 
 
Spiritual Living Commission 
Commission Head: Christine Kordiuk 
spiritualliving@st-mikes.org 
Monthly Meetings: 3srdTuesday,  
7:00 p.m., Parish Center. 
 
Human Concerns and Needs 
Commission 
Co-Commission Heads: Barbara Pope and 
Jeanne Sanna 
humanconcerns@st-mikes.org 
Monthly Meetings: 2nd Wednesday, 
7:00 p.m., Parish Center. 
 
Parish Life Commission 
Commission Head: Gisella Tomasio 
parishlife@st-mikes.org 
Monthly Meetings: 4th Monday, 
6:30 p.m., Parish Center. 
 
Respect Life Commission 
Commission head: Del Ramirez 
rlifesm@gmail.com 
 
Worship Commission 
Commission Head:  
Diane Kelley-Thompson  
worship@st-mikes.org 
 
Stillpoint 
Director: Fr. Ken Sedlak, C.Ss.R. 
kcssr@aol.com 
Weekly Gatherings: Monday,  
7:15 p.m., Parish Center. 
 
Gala 
Diane Kelley-Thompson 
gala@st-mikes.org 

Parish Directory 
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Saint of the Day &  

Mass Intentions 
 
 
Sunday, January 1 
Mary, Most Holy Mother of God  

9:00 a.m. Belmonte Grandchildren 
11:00 a.m. † Gregg J. Guffrey, M.D. 

 
Monday, January 2 
Ss. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen 

8:00 a.m.  Parishioners Living and Deceased 
5:30 p.m.  †  John Mikit 

 
Tuesday, January 3 
The Most Holy Name of Jesus 

8:00 a.m. † John & Vincenzia Schaffenegger  
6:00 p.m. † Judith Kolodziejski 

 
Wednesday, January 4 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

8:00 a.m. † John & Marie Reiff 
5:30 p.m. † William & Angela O’Connell 

 
Thursday, January 5 
St. John Neuman 

8:00 a.m. † Membership Foundation Fund 
5:30 p.m. † Florence & John Schaffenegger 
 

Friday, January 6 
St. André Bessette 

8:00 a.m. † Joseph & Margaret Jung 
5:30 p.m. John Canning 
 

Saturday, January 7 
St.  Raymond of Penyafort 

8:00 a.m. Diane M. Bernatchez 
5:30 p.m. † Rev. Jim Gleason, C.Ss.R. 

  

Sunday, January 8 
The Epiphany of the Lord 

9:00 a.m. † Joseph Joyce 
11:00 a.m. † Chuck Morgan 
7:00 p.m. Parishioners - Living & Deceased 
 




 
This Week’s Readings 

 
Sunday: Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67; Gal 4:4-7 
 Lk 2:16-21 
Monday: 1 Jn2:22-28; Jn 1:19-28 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:29 — 3:6; Jn 1:29-34 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 3:7-10; Jn 1:35-42 
Thursday: 1 Jn 3:11-21; Jn 1:43-51 
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-38 
 [23, 31-34, 36, 38] 
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Jn 2:1-11 
Sunday: Is 60:1-6; Ps 72; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6;  
 Mt 2:1-12 

Ministry Schedule 

January 2 - January 8 

Date Celebrants Homilist Lectors Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Monday, 
8:00 a.m. Mass 
5:30 p.m. Mass 

 
Fr. Keena 

Fr. Donaldson 

 
Fr. Keena 

Fr. Donaldson 
  

Tuesday, 
8:00 a.m. Mass 
6:00 p.m. Mass 

 
Fr. Keena 

Fr. Donaldson 

 
Fr. Keena 

Fr. Donaldson 
  

Wednesday, 
8:00 a.m. Mass 
5:30 p.m. Mass 

 
Fr. Keena 

Fr. Donaldson 

 
Fr. Keena 

Fr. Donaldson 
  

Thursday, 
8:00 a.m. Mass 
5:30 p.m. Mass 

 
Fr. Keena 

Fr. Donaldson 

 
Fr. Keena 

Fr. Donaldson 
  

Friday, 
8:00 a.m. Mass 
5:30 p.m. Mass 

 
Fr. Keena 

Fr. Donaldson 

 
Fr. Keena 

Fr. Donaldson 
  

Saturday, 
8:00 a.m. Mass 

Fr. Keena Fr. Keena   

Saturday, 
12:00 p.m. 
Wedding 

 
Fr. Morin 

 
Fr. Morin   

Saturday, 
3:00 p.m. 
Wedding 

Visiting Priest    

Date Celebrant Homilist Lectors Eucharistic  
Ministers 

Saturday, 
January 7 
5:30 p.m. 

Fr. Keena Fr. Keena S. Keenan, 
D. Eagan 

C. Jaccarino*, 
S. Keenan, 

L. Scannicchio, 
L. Scannicchio 

Sunday, 
January 8 
9:00 a.m. 

Mass 

Fr. Donaldson Fr. Keena J. Sennott, 
L. Sarli — 

Sunday, 
11:00 a.m. 

Mass 
Fr. Donaldson Fr. Keena V. Classen, 

E. Kettel 

V. Classen, 
P. Clickener 

D. Kelley, 
R. Roach 

Sunday, 
7:00 p.m. 

Mass 
Fr. Keena Fr. Keena K. Constello, 

C. Daniel — 



 

 

News & Announcements 

Remember in Your Prayers 
  

Bernice Baumgarten, Arlene and Bill Conrick, Katelyn Dodson, 
Tony Dorsey, Delia Evans, Karyn Hanselman, Alec Johnson,  
Marge Kempen, Paul Kunach, Dave Lawson, Constantine Lebron, 
Margaret Lundeen, Annie Morin, Carl Neubeck, Lyla Neubek, Tom 
Preibe, Christine Ramos, Craig Romaine, Dolores Roth, Fr. Ken 
Sedlak, C.Ss.R.,  Rafael Velez, Carey Weaver, Jayson Weaver 
 

For the Repose of the Soul: 
John Cronin 

 
To place or keep a name on our sick list, please call the rectory every 3 weeks 
to let us know that you, a loved one or friend are still in need of prayers. 
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Spiritual Living Commission 
Commission Head: Christine Kordiuk 

Pastor’s Representative: Fr. Ken Sedlak, C.Ss.R. 
spiritualliving@st-mikes.org 
Monthly Meeting: 3rd Tues., 7:00 p.m., Parish Center  
 

The Spiritual Living Commission offers programs 
that nurture living in the presence of God.  Catholic 
in its roots and ecumenical in its outreach, the 
Commission strives to assist all in their desire for 
meaning, purpose, and community built on the 
foundation of God’s unconditional love. 

Ministries include: Adult Confirmation, Religious 
Education, RCIA, Family,  Catholics Come Home, 
Culture of Life, Marriage Vocation Development & 
Enrichment, Religious Vocation Discernment, 
Single Life Vocation Development & Enrichment, 
Pathways/Stillpoint, Living the Questions, Spiritual 
Dream group, Bible/Scripture studies. 
 

Finance Council 
Commission Head: Laurence Grant 
Pastor’s representative: Fr. Tom Santa, C.Ss.R. 
financecouncil@st-mikes.org 
 

Gluten Free Hosts 
 

It has come to our attention that some people may be gluten intolerant and are 
thus prevented from receiving Holy Communion because of the wheat wafer.  
If this is true for you please contact Fr. Santa or one of the other priests on 
staff and the procedure for receiving a gluten free host at Mass will be  
explained to you. 

The Sunday Homily at St. Michael’s 
 

A recorded version of the Sunday homily will be accessible on our St.  
Michael’s website.  Go to www.st-mikes.org. 

Upcoming Weddings 

January 14, 2012 
Ms. Madonna Goodman 

& 
Mr. Jon Nyhuis 

January 7, 2012 
Ms. Jamie Fleischhauer 

& 
Mr. Nicholas Hammer 

What do the Finance Council  
Members do? 
♦ Review financial reports regularly 
♦ Oversee maintenance and renovation projects 
♦ Review parish audit and develop 

corresponding actions 
♦ Review and approve the parish budget 
♦ Foster stewardship in the parish 
♦ Report financial condition to the parish 

regularly special events 
♦ Review budgets for activities and events and 

departments within the parish  
♦ Report results for special events 
♦ Organize and run capital campaigns 
♦ Review performance of St. Michael’s 

Foundation 
 

We’re Counting on You! 
 

Did it ever seem to you that the ushers are preoccu-
pied when they are passing the collection baskets 
during the Offertory? Perhaps you tried to acknowl-
edge them with a nod or a smile, but they seemed 
not to notice. 
 

The most likely reason is that they were busy count-
ing the attendees at each Mass while they passed the 
baskets. We track the attendance at each Mass and 
have done so for many years. The basis for this in-
formation is the ushers’ count each week. Tracking 
the attendance is one of the ways we know if we are 
shrinking or growing as a parish. These numbers 
also help us with budget calculations when the Fi-
nance Council presents the needs of the parish. 
 

So, the next time your usher passes your pew with-
out returning your acknowledgement, you’ll know 
what is really going on in his or her head.  

Upcoming Events 
 

January 14, 2012  Marquard Center Dinner 
April 21, 2012  7th Annual Gala 

St. Michael’s Bulletin 
 

Please feel free to take this bulletin home with you after mass. This publica-
tion is printed specifically for you  so you will have all the latest information 
regarding mass times, ministry schedules and the events taking place here at 
St. Michael’s Church. Also contained in the bulletin is the contact informa-
tion for all the staff, commission heads and council chairs. These are the  
people that conduct the parish business or the events that are held here. They 
are always willing to help answer questions about anything pertaining to St. 
Michael’s Church. 
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News & Announcements 

Baptisms 
 

Aragashi AnnaCatharine 
daughter of Nancy Wilke 

 

Elle Sunniva 
daughter of Kevin & Michelle Mize 

 

Michael Joseph 
son of Jeffrey & Joanna Dowling 

 

Jeffrey Matthew 
son of Jeffrey & Joanna Dowling 

 

Mary Joan 
daughter of William & Beth Strautz, Jr. 

 

Henry James 
son of Richard & Kathryn Barnaby 

 

Charlotte Anne 
daughter of Richard & Kathryn Barnaby 

 

Nicholas Logan 
son of Salvatore & Erin Pellegrino 

 

Luciana Ann 
daughter of Michael & Molly Aquilino 

 

Rebecca Olivia 
daughter of Douglas & Katherine Bolton 

 

William Henry  
son of Matthew & Miriam Petrillo 

 

Ogden Sebastian 
son of Christian Foy & Meghan Hawkins 

Stillpoint 
St. Michael’s Spirituality Resource 
Director: Fr. Ken Sedlak, C.Ss.R., kcssr@aol.com 

Contemplative Prayer Gathering: Mondays, 7:15 p.m. 
Rectory Chapel 

 
INNER VIEWS 
Being Ready 

 
Faith is not about using our beliefs to grasp God. 
Faith is about learning to let God grasp us. Our 
beliefs serve faith when they point to a more 
inclusive understanding of our experience. Our 
beliefs do us a disservice when they limit our 
understanding to the either/or, good/bad, Catholic/
non-catholic, categories of our ego-mind. This gives 
rise to simplistic judgments like "Cafeteria 
Catholics," "New Age," "anti-Catholic," and a 
hundred more.  
 
And then there's the opposite judgment, "I'm 
spiritual, not religious," which is often a reaction to 
the narrow limitations that labels create. Too many 
sincere believers with great spiritual intuition are put 
off by an attitude that denies the necessary freedom 
to explore and question that faith needs to mature. 
They are not willing to deny their experience, 
repress their awareness or pretend in order to fit in. 
They are the "Blessed pure of heart" who will see 
God. (Mt. 5). 
 
We modern people have been brought up in a 
limited circle of understanding. We believe in facts 
and a material world, one that we can see and touch. 
Our attention is turned outward, which splits us 
from the inner life and God's presence. Too many of 
our beliefs are reduced to jargon because they are 
not connected to a deep inner experience of God's 
presence. This is the literal approach to faith in 
which we all begin. It just isn't the whole thing. It's a 
necessary beginning but it must point to the great 
breadth and depth of our relationship with the 
Trinity. 
 
The grace, the gift, is that the depth of our faith and 
the treasury of our traditions can lead us to the 
transformation of seeing that gives rise to maturing 
in relationship to Trinity. The first step is to realize 
that other people, who have the same integrity, 
sincerity and good intentions as ourselves, see, 
experience and understand life far differently that 
we do. We don't all see the same way. We all see 
through our point of view, which is exactly that, one 
point. It's like driving through the mountains and 
coming to one of those scenic overlooks. It's easy to 
think we've seen the whole thing when there is so 
much more. This is why we need a community of 
faith. We need people who have scouted further 
along the path and can urge us onward. 

—Prayer — 
Almighty Lord, if we offer you a devoted mind and heart, you will offer to us 
every blessing on earth and in heaven. You grant our deepest wishes. You 
give food to the body and peace to the soul. You look upon us with the love 
of a mother for her children. You created this beautiful earth all around us. 
And in every plant and animal, every tree and bird, your spirit dwells. You 
have revealed yourself to me, infusing my soul with the knowledge that you 
are the source of all blessing. And so I sing your praises day and night. I who 
am feeble, glorify you who are powerful. I who am nothing, devote myself to 
you who are everything. (Divine Blessing, Atharva Veda) 
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Once we've had time to realize that there are other 
points of view we can soften up our opinionated 
version of vision and begin to understand that we do 
not see things as they are. We see them thought the 
lens of our personality, our ego-mind. Our 
worldview is how we've been able to make sense out 
of our life. But it is one point of view. Faith is more 
about opening up the way we see than it is about 
memorizing beliefs, doctrines and dogmas. These 
are meant to take us out of viewpoint and lead us 
into God's. This happens in relationship to God and 
through participation in God's community. When 
Jesus tells us that we have "eyes but do not see" he is 
trying to awaken us to a new way of seeing. 
 
Learning how to see, taking on a new perspective, is 
what Jesus means by the word "repent." The new 
perspective is that of God's unconditional love. 
Unless you "get" this you will always revert to the 
narrowness and blindness of your dualistic mind, 
which sees in terms of either/or, black/white, good/
bad, loveable/unworthy and so on. This might work 
as a basis of ethics, but t will not work for a Christ 
centered morality. Notice how many of Jesus' 
sayings are enigmatic, they demand a new vision on 
our part. They don't make sense to our ego: "You 
have to give up your life to save your life;" "Turn 
the other cheek;" "Blessed are the poor in spirit." 
These do not make logical sense, sense to our ego-
mind. To quote one spiritual writer:" the culture and 
cultural religion have relied on the ego and not faith 
to be able to "see". 
 
I say this to point out the vast horizon of vision into 
which God invites us. We feed into our ego-mind if 
we use it as another way to judge ourselves. It is 
simply something to notice in ourselves and help us 
trust ourselves into God's hands. God will help us 
mature in our relationship as we are ready. God 
loves us as we are. This is the hope of our future and 
that is the basis of our faith. 
 
Ken Sedlak C.Ss.R. - PATHWAYS / Still point 
 

News & Announcements 

Ashland Addison Florist 
 

St. Michael’s has established a partnership with Ashland Addison 
Florist. When shopping with Ashland Addison Florist, simply mention St. 
Michael via the phone or in store or use the special promo code “STMD” 
when purchasing online, and Ashland Addison Florist Company will make a 
10% donation back to St. Michael’s! 
 
Ashland Addison Florist is a family-owned and operated florist that has been 
serving Chicagoland since 1932 with the freshest flowers, green and bloom-
ing plants and gift items. Place your order via phone at (312) 432-1800 or 
online at www.ashaddflorist.com.They also have five retail locations in the 
Chicagoland area, visit their web site for the addresses.  Don’t forget to men-
tion St. Michael in Old Town to ensure a donation back to our Church! 

Contemplative Prayer Group 
 

All are welcome to join in this opportunity to deepen our spiritual 
relationship with Christ through silent prayer.  The group begins by reading a 
short prayer together, followed by 30 minutes of silence.  The group meets 
on Mondays at 7:15 p.m. in the Parish Center, 3rd floor Chapel.  For more 
information contact Fr. Ken at (312) 642-2498. 

New Mom’s Group 
  

The next Mom's Group meeting will be this Wednesday, January 7 in the St. 
Mike's Parish Center! We'll meet at our normal time from 10:00 a.m. to noon 
in the Dining Room. Hope you can come and try out our new spot. All are 
welcome, invite a friend. 
  

Cleaning out the closet? Mom's Group would love your old toys! Please 
bring any used toy donations to Mom's Group to add to our new toy collec-
tion in the Parish Center. 

The Next Selection Is … 
 

The Book Club has chosen the book The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho for their 
next read. This book details the journey of an Andalusian shepherd boy 
named Santiago. Santiago, believing a recurring dream to be prophetic, de-
cides to travel to the pyramids of Egypt to find treasure. He then tells a lone 
gypsy about this treasure. As he leaves, the gypsy mentions one thing: If he 
does find the treasure, she wants 10 percent of it. On the way, he encounters 
love, danger, opportunity, disaster and learns a lot about himself and the 
ways of the world.  
 
All are welcome! 
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Parish Life Commission 
Commission Head: Gisella Tomasio 
Pastor’s Representative: Fr. Tom Donaldson, C.Ss.R. 
parishlife@st-mikes.org 
Monthly Meetings: 4th Mon., 6:30 p.m., Parish Center 
 

The Parish Life Commission provides a wide  
variety of programs that enhance the social  
experience and sense of community for all  
parishioners of St. Michael in Old Town.  Its  
various activities include: Young Adults group, 
Docents of St. Michael’s (Art and History Tours), 
New Mom’s Groups, New Parishioner Welcome 
Events, Gardening Group, Over 40’s Club, Book 
Club 
  

Church Tours 
Tours of the church are held most Sundays after the 
11:00 a.m. Mass in winter and after the 9:00 a.m. 
Mass in summer.  All are welcome.  Please meet by 
the “1871 display” on the east side of the church.  
Tours for groups can be scheduled by appointment.  
Please contact Linda Evans at the church office 
(312) 642-2498 or send an e-mail to  
tours@st-mikes.org. 
 

Tours:   January 8, 15, 22, 29 at 12:00 p.m. 
 

New Mom’s Group 
Come meet other moms for coffee and chitchat.  
Babies and kids are welcome! We meet on the first 
and third Wednesday of each month from 10:00 
a.m. - noon in the Parish Center Dining Room. 
Bring you own snacks, lunch, and toys to share. 
  

Mom’s Night Out 
Are you a new moms who needs a night out? Join 
other new mothers for dinner and drinks.  
 

Contact Laura Demko regarding either event at 
LEDemko@gmail.com for more information. 
 
 
 

Worship Commission 
Commission Head: Diane Kelley-Thompson 
Pastor’s Representative: Fr. Tom Donaldson, C.Ss.R. 
Liaison for Baptism:  
 Fr. Tom Donaldson, C.Ss.R.  
 Fr. Joe Morin, C.Ss.R. 
Liaison for Altar Servers:  
 Fr. Tom Santa, C.Ss.R. 
Liaison for Confirmation:  
 Fr. Jim Keena, C.Ss.R. 
Liaison for Eucharistic Ministers:  
 Fr. Joe Morin, C.Ss.R. 
Liaison for First Communion:  
 Fr. Joe Morin, C.Ss.R. 
Liaison for Lectors:  
 Fr. Tom Donaldson, C.Ss.R. 
Liaison for RCIA:  
 Fr. Tom Donaldson, C.Ss.R. 
 worship@st-mikes.org 
 

The Worship Commission’s members plan,  
prepare, implement, evaluate, and educate about all 
aspects of the parish’s liturgical celebrations. 

Mass Book Openings 
  

The  Mass  intention book for 2012 is now open. If you would like to have a 
Mass celebrated for someone, living or deceased, please stop by the parish 
office or call (312) 642-2498 for more information including available dates. 
The suggested stipend for having a Mass intention is $10, cash or checks 
only. Mass cards are free. 

Seeking Confirmation? 
 

Are you like many young adult Catholics who somehow missed being con-
firmed as a younger student?  Are you preparing for the Sacrament of Mar-
riage and realizing you would like to reconnect with the sacramental life of 
the Church?  If so, you might be interested in the St. Michael Confirmation 
preparation process which will begin in February and continue through 
April. Confirmation will take place the first Sunday in May.  There are 7 
Wednesday evening sessions, one Saturday retreat day (10:00 am-3:00 pm), 
and one evening of reflection.  Your sponsor is encouraged to attend all ses-
sions with you, but must attend the evening of reflection and Confirmation. 
 
For those baptized in another Christian faith, but interested in becoming 
Catholic and being confirmed, there are similar opportunities for you.  Please 
read about them under the RCIA heading on-line.  If you are not sure about 
which process is right for you, it’s best to call Mary Catherine Meek at the 
number below. 
 
For more information or to register for the Adult Confirmation process, 
please call 312-943-4767 or e-mail mcmeek@st-mikes.org. There is a $60 
fee for the program which includes a text and a Bible. 

 
 

Save the Date! 
 

St. Mike’s Hosts an Evening for Married Couples 
 

Celebrate Valentine’s Day 
Renew your marriage vows 

Mingle with other St. Mike’s Couples 
Enjoy drinks and dinner 

Listen to a talk about finding balance in your marriage 
 

Saturday, February 11, 2012 
5:30 pm mass at St. Michael’s 

$25 per couple 
 

More information coming soon! 


